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1. AS EXPLAINED REFTEL B, EMBASSY'S MAIN DIEFICULTY WITH 
OPRYLAND IS ITS APPARENT LACK OF QUALITY AND GENUINENESS 
AND ITS INABILITY TO PRESENT GOOD AMERICAN COUNTRY MUSIC. 

WORDY, COMPLEX FORMAT, DEPENDING HEAVILY ON ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

AND NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL EXPERIENCE FOR AUDIENCE UNDERSTANDING, 
ALSO AN IMPEDIMENT. DEPT REQUESTED CONTINUE SEARCH EOR 
APPROPRIATE REPLACEMENT TO OPRYLAND. 

2. ORIGINAL GOAL EOR THIS EVENT WAS TO PRESENT CURRENT 
POPULAR U.S. MUSIC GROUP OF HIGHEST QUALITY DURING CALENDAR 
YEAR 1974. OUR INTENTION IS FOR SUCH GROUP TO REACH EAIRLY LARGE 
SOVIET AUDIENCE. SINCE ROCK IS NOT FEASIBLE AT THIS 

TIME, EMBASSY FEELS A BASIC COUNTRY MUSIC PROGRAM COULD 
BE POPULAR ALTERNATIVE. 

3. EMBASSY PROPOSALS FOR SPECIFIC GROUPS ARE ONLY SUGGESTIVE, 

FOR DEPARTMENT AND MUSCI PANEL CONSIDERATION. BELIEVE BEST 
APPROACH WOULD BE HIGH QUALITY GROUP OF ABOUT TWENTY PERSONS 
MAXIMUM, LED BY AN ATTRACTIVE STAR. THE GROUP'S REPERTOIRE 
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COUNTRY MUSIC, INCLUDING SOME BLUE GRASS. THESE THREE POINTS 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO PROPOSAL: (I) BASIC COUNTRY MUSIC, (2) ADDED 
CAPABILITY OF BLUE GRASS AND (3) STAR. 

4. TIMING: EARLY FALL 1974 (SEPTEMBER) IF MARCH IS IMPOSSIBLE. 

5. RE REFTEL (A), PARA. 6: EMBASSY WISHES CLARIFY WE DO NOT MEAN 
ITINERARY OF COUNTRY MUSIC GROUP WOULD BE EXCLUSIVELY IN NON- 
RUSSIAN REPUBLICS .MELENCAMP 
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